"Kansan and’ esfee
--Dlstrlct Court in wx

- receive accurale 1nformatlon

-jvery well is the sheriff who will

The:s reiers to hlmself ag’ Hthie trouble-.
shooter for the loth ercult ”_Perh bs T

gave me the opportumty to meet ThEIS He
was premdmg over a: mall fraud_trla ur-_

) AS HE WAS leaving the bench,

me and the other reporter prese
along. I was stunied, but not too’
accept the mvxtatwn ~In’ his

welcome in his’ chambers: anytl
business was- being discussed. If t]
yers: had- any- reservations-about
usual climate: of openness; Ehey
objections to themselves. ,

It brought clearly into focus a truth that I
had unconsciously begun to suspeet as a
novice reporter: The most competent pub--
lic officials are most wﬂlmg fo cenduct
business, openly. .

As a masterfil Judge, 'aThels'hacI
doubts about his ability, no fears of being
second-guessed Therefore, he knew. that
giving .two young reportérs every. serap.of
information about the trial would: only im;
prove the chances thaf the public

In the years since, I've seen the ¢ olary.

to conduct business in secret incredsge!
divect proportion to their mcompet‘
Thus, the sheriff who does not know, hi

the public information about a crime; the
commissioner, who does not; understand-his
duties is the commissioner most afxious to
retire into closed session; the bureaucrat
who does not understand regulatlons is the
bureaucrat who. will not discuss the:
ations, ET e Eh R 3

It is vital to the citizens of northwest
Kansas that a competent, dynamic in-
ividyal be selected as the next premdent

GiQ'

much at sia stake the public has a mght and a
heed to Kniow the candidates, -

~ 'The kind of léadership exhibited

¥ Gould- inspires - publi¢ conﬂden

Selection grocess 7&

at work, too: The desire of public: o icials




