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Fifst FHSU degrees

awarded in China

By DIANE GASPER-O BRIEN

"It was one hundred. years ago
{oday that the cornerstones were
lald for an institution of highey

education on the plains of west-’

ern Kansas.

, Fort Hays State University has
celebrated its centennial year
with'menthly ceremonies and had
its official bivthday pdrty June 8,

Howeyer, today ie.the actugl
100-year birthday, and coinciden-
tally, June 23, 2002, will go down
in the untversity's history books
for another major event.

Forty-two  students  from
halfway around the world in China
graduated with FHSU degrees to-
day; dueto the 13-hour time differ-
ence, cevemonies took place Satur-
day; ateording to Kensas cloeks,

Those students were among
the first graduating class from
Sias University of Business and

- Management in Henah Province,

which has had a partnership with
THSU the past two years.
Students at-Sias University
have the opportunity to work to-
ward a Tachelor’s degres in gen-
eral studies with a conceyitration

in business management.

FHSUs Virtudl College, the dis-
tance edncation atm of the wni-
versity, administers the classes
throngh videotaped courses and
face-to-face teaching assistants
who work with FHSU faculty

After meeting specified requive-

ments, which mclude u{

ents receive a
dual degree from “Blas and FHSU.
This i the first year of graduates.'

A cnntmszent from FHSU went
tic

ips, includi_u HSU

rovost Larry Gould: Stadent

Body President Davon Jamison, a

Senlor from Quinter; and. two

FHST instructors who teach Sias

classes — Micol Maughan, assis-

‘tant professor of business admin-

“istration, and Zoran Stevanov,
professor of art.

FHSU President Edward Ham-
mond, who visited China and Sias |
University last fall, said FHSU is
on strong footing heading into its
second 100 years:

“We are now 2 major interha-
tional player in edueation,” Ham-
mond said, “and I think that is”
one of the keys to what our uni-
versity witl be like In its second
cenfury I's not just an institution
that will serve wegtern Kansas.
T's being locked at as an institu-
tion capable of deing a Jot more.”

Included in the gradunation cer-
emony, which. Virtwal College

.Dean Cindy Elliott said was in-

tentionally planned as close as
possible to that of FHSU's com-
menceiment, was the plaving of
the American hational anthem
and a congratulations video with
remarks from Hammond, Elliott-
and Gov. Bill Graves.




